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No matter who you are or where you are on
your faith journey, you are welcome here. Chatham, New Jersey

Where the Heart Is
by the Reverend Elizabeth Kaeton, Pastor and Rector

This month marks the
sixteenth year of my
family’s summer vaca-
tion at Rehoboth
Beach. We have fallen

in love with the Eastern Shore of
Maryland and the Delmarva
Peninsula of Delaware.

We didn’t plan it that way. It
just sort of happened. My family
is from good New England stock
where the sands and surf of
Cape Cod have become the sub-
ject of paintings, poems, and
popular romantic tunes. 

Growing up in Massachusetts,
it was tantamount to sacrilege to
even consider another beach
vacation alternative. Summer
evenings might have been spent
dancing to the music of the
Beach Boys about distant, differ-
ent surf, but the words were
instantly translated or adapted
to our New England reality. “Ba
Ba, Ba BaberAnn” was a decid-
edly Boston-sounding name, and
while she might have sailed into
the California shores on the
“Sloop John B,” she was due
home to Old Cape Cod any day,
the lure of fried clams and fresh
lobster being too strong to resist.

We grew up, went looking for
education and employment else-
where, spent a five year sojourn
in Baltimore, and, well, a two
and a half hour trip to Rehoboth
was simply more practical than

an eight hour trip back home.
Something happened, however,
in the midst of the routine and
ritual of summer vacation. We
found ourselves anticipat-
ing our return to more
than the allure and 
security 
of the famil-
iar. Memory,
I think, was
the culprit--
or, in this case, the
cupid.

It’s the memory
of summers past
which has woven of
our heartstrings a deli-
cate pattern of pleasure
and delight and secured us
here. The first vacation, in the
summer of 1988, holds a rather
dramatic memory which might
have scared away the more
timid. The rip tides, so preva-
lent here after a storm comes
up the Eastern Seaboard, car-
ried a strong, healthy young
man in his early 20s danger-
ously near the jetty, threatening
to tear and crush his body with
every oncoming wave. We
stood, eyes wide and mouth
slack-jawed with horror, as we
watched the lifeguards battle to
save him and cheered wildly
when they did. 

Perhaps it was the drama of
the moment that sealed the deal

for us—the power of the ocean
taught us a new respect for our

summer playground. The
water was certainly warmer
than New England shores, and
the sand and clean ocean floor

were kinder on young, ten-
der feet. 

The boardwalk called
to us all for “naughty
lunches” of Thrasher’s
French Fries smoth-
ered in salt, vinegar

and ketchup, or
a slice of 

Grotto Pizza,
thick with sauce and

pepperoni. And oh, the
thrill of jumping the

waves, only to look up and
see a school of bottlenose dol-
phins swimming by—one
young pup occasionally mim-
icking our ocean frolic by
breaching the water. Even so,
our ocean friend earned our
deep respect, teaching us in
wordless lessons about the
fearsome beauty of nature.
From that moment on, I think,
it was understood that this
was “our summer place.” 

As I sit out on the beach,
waiting for our family to
arrive—now beginning to
bring their own children—I
can hear the laughter of their
childhood dancing on the

waves. For a split-second, 

(continued on page 2)
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I swear that little girl there, moving into the water too close to the
jetty, is one of our own. It isn’t until I see her father playfully pick
her up and toss her around in his arms as he carries her, squealing
with delight, to a safer location that I realize my mistake and relax
back into my beach chair.

Routine and ritual are powerful forces in our lives. Memory and
imagination are even more potent gifts. Together, they weave the
important stuff of life into our hearts—laughter and fun, danger and
rescue, lessons and learning, care and concern, love and family—
until we become more and more of the image God had of us when
we were created.

At their best, summer vacations are a time of “re-creation” and
“re-new-al.” When you read this, it will be September. It’s still not
too late to start a ritual and routine of a yearly summer vacation,
allowing them to become powerful waves that wash onto the sands
of your life. It may take you far from the expected, but it is certain 
to anchor your heart in a place you’ll come to know as ‘home’—
where God blesses you with family and friends, imagination 
and memories.

And home, after all, is where the heart is. I should know. 
My heart is also at St. Paul’s, Chatham. I look forward to the 
ways in which the ritual and routine of our congregational life 
will stimulate our imagination and add to the blessed memories 
we create together.

Blessings,
the Rev’d Elizabeth Kaeton
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How did Elizabeth’s
August 8th ser-
mon inspire this
reflection on my
trip to Athens for

the 2004 Olympic Summer
Games? 

I think it was when she cited
Joseph Campbell’s famous
advice to his college students to
“follow your bliss” that I began
to think about why I was follow-
ing a small group of decathletes
around the world.  And more
significantly, why they were
devoting so much of their time
and energy to running, jumping,
and throwing. 

The decathlon, as you may
know, is ten events contested
over two days progressing from
the 100-meters through the long
jump, the shot put, the high
jump, and the 400-meters. The
second day begins with the 110-
meter hurdles, followed by the
discus throw, the pole vault, the
javelin throw, and the 1500-
meters. The US has had a long
history of excellence in this
event dating from Jim Thorpe’s
1912 Olympic victory in
Stockholm, where King Gustav
III bestowed on him the title,
“World’s Greatest Athlete”. 
Ever since, that’s what the

Olympic Gold Medalist has 
been called.

Always interested in sports,
probably my least favorite disci-
pline growing up (ironically)
was track and field. It was either
the sheer hard work involved or
the fact that success was all up
to you, the individual, which led
me to prefer team sports where
one could share the blame. It
was only in the early 90’s while
working at Visa, an Olympic
sponsor, when I became
acquainted with some of the
national decathlon coaches and
found how little support they
had that I saw an opportunity
for Visa to “do good while doing
well”. Visa went on to found
and sponsor the very first
decathlon team in the US and I
began my journey that at this
point finds me working as the
General Manager of the World’s
Greatest Athlete Chiropractic
Decathlon Club. Our mission is
to train selected post-collegiate
decathletes to compete at the
highest levels internationally,
culminating of course in the
Olympics, and we’re supported
financially and medically by a
group of chiropractors.

So now my son-in-law, 
Dr. Mark Schlobohm and I are
off to Athens, where Mark will

give chiropractic care to Tommy
Pappas and Paul Terek, our two
Club decathletes competing for
the US. 

So, what is the “bliss” that one
finds in the decathlon? For me, I
think it’s the joy of watching
these gifted athletes run, jump,
and throw without the slightest
hope that they will ever get a
multi-million dollar contract.
For the decathletes, it was said
best in 1992 by the team captain,
Rob Muzzio, who told me
patiently, “We don’t compete
against each other, John, we
compete with each other…
against the decathlon.” It’s ama-
teur sport at its purest.

Maybe that’s why the
decathlon and the Olympics
have meant so much to Ann and
me over the years. From watch-
ing Bruce Jenner win in 1976, on
TV, from Montreal with our kids
to watching Dan O’Brien win in
1996, live, in Atlanta with Bruce
Jenner it has been a totally
unplanned chain of events. 

But that’s pretty much what
life is, I’ve found.

A Reflection on a Sermon and the Olympics…
by John Bennett 
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Prayer Shawl
Ministry
by Ann Bennett

We have been knitting shawls
all summer for Barbara Conroy’s
hospice patients. The list of
recipients is growing every
Sunday. We have made more
than a dozen shawls, had many
laughs, and traded many knit-
ting tips. It has been fun and
best of all we feel we have done
something worthwhile for the
patients.

We meet every other
Thursday at 1 PM at 187
Washington Avenue in
Chatham. Next meeting:
Thursday, September 16th.
Come join us, have a cup of tea,
bring your own handiwork… or
learn how to make a shawl from
some newly minted experts. 

Celebrate the Gift of Creation
by the Rev’d Elizabeth Kaeton

One of the rich traditions at The Episcopal Church of St. Paul is
the Creation Season. It begins with the Blessing of the Animals in
Honor of St. Francis on October 3 and ends with Thanksgiving on
November 25.  In the weeks between those dates, each Sunday serv-
ice will include special contemporary readings and prayers
designed to call our attention to a different aspect of the earth, 
and the ways in which we can improve our care and stewardship 
of creation.  

In 1992, Colleen L. Hintz, a member of Redeemer, Morristown,
and a creative religious designer, was commissioned by St. Paul’s to
make a specially designed collection of church hangings and vest-
ments.  These ornaments and garments are meant to celebrate God’s
creation, to challenge us as its stewards and to enable us as creative
beings. All animal, bird and flower representations are indigenous
to our local area in New Jersey.

This year, we will feature a few special Adult Forums immedi-
ately after Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall.  On October 10, Dr. Tyler
Miller will provide us with a picture presentation of Nuclear Testing
and Waste Sites and the damage they have done to the environment.
October 17 will feature a Special Coffee Hour to welcome those who
have become new members of St. Paul’s. October 24 will feature a
worship service and educational workshop specially designed and
presented by members of the Bethsaida Team Project, a ministry of
the diocese with people who are handicapped.  They will help to
raise our awareness about issues of access and inspire us to be better
stewards of our building. 

The Coffee Hour on October 31 will feature a Halloween Party for
children of all ages.  November 7, All Saints Sunday, we will honor
the legacy of those who have gone before us with a special Requiem
Mass.  November 14 is Stewardship Sunday, as well as the “All
About Me” Tables for our Confirmation Class.  On November 21, we
will have the Blessing of Pledges at 10 AM followed by
Confirmation at 4 PM.

About those
pledges…
By Laurie Romei

Many, many thanks to all 
of you who have kept your
pledges current during the sum-
mer months.  For those of you
who have been away and may
be behind in your commitment,
please remember to catch up by
mailing your pledge payments
to the church office, or placing
them in the collection plate the
next Sunday you are in church.
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Is it the voice of the auc-
tioneer closing the bidding
on a wonderful treasure at
our gala auction this
October 23rd? No, it’s the

St. Paul’s parishioners who ven-
tured to the four corners of the
earth for the summer and are
returning home.

Now is the time. The Auction
cometh. Please fill out the dona-
tion form if you haven’t done 
so already. The earlier we can
start working on the catalogue,
the better. 

Auction donation forms were
sent to your home in the Spring.
They are also in several locations
in the Church both in the
Narthex and outside the office.
We give you another opportu-
nity below.

As you know, there are three
types of events, live, silent and

ticket. The live auction generates
the most income and we would
like you to consider that in par-
ticular for a moment. Some of
the hottest items are vacation
destinations / summer homes /
ski condos / entertainment &
dining packages, etc. We are
excited that we have two vaca-
tion lodgings offered, two tickets
to a Giants game in November,
opera tickets, a fishing trip…
And, we need more.

Silent and ticket events are
also important elements of the
Auction. Do you have a treasure
looking for a new home? What
about Auntie’s porcelain fig-
urine? Nana’s unusual china?
Artwork? Handcrafted items. Do
you cook / bake? 

The donations team has been
very busy out requesting gift
certificates from vendors. Do

you have a favorite place of
business from whom you’d be
comfortable requesting a dona-
tion (we’ll provide letters for tax
purposes after the event)? For
example, if you dine out at a fab-
ulous restaurant, ask if they’d
give you a gift certificate for a
fundraiser. Do you enjoy pro-
ductions at a particular arts
organization? Do you have air-
line miles to donate to help
someone arrive at a vacation
home. Do you have a neighbor
you might ask to donate a vaca-
tion home or service? It doesn’t
hurt to ask. Just some ideas to
think about.

Please let us hear from you.
Questions may be directed 

to Leslie Morgan Crowley
973-635-2872 or Kori Willis
973-701-0956.

Going…Going…Gone!
by Leslie Morgan Crowley

Donation of Goods & Services – St. Paul’s La Vie en Rose
Item Description: ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ Approx. Value________________

Restrictions: __________________________________________________________________________

Donor’s Name: ________________________________________ Telephone: __________________

(  ) Item will be delivered to Church Office by Sept. 30th. (  ) Item to be picked up.

Please fill out and send it to or drop it off at the Church Office, or send it to:

Kori Willis, Donations Chair, 2 Van Houton Ave., Chatham, NJ 07928
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Welcome Back!  I hope you
had a restful and relaxing sum-
mer.  Sunday, September 12th
will be our first Sunday school
of the new term. Registration
will begin at 9:45am on the front
lawn. Like last year, we are plan-
ning several “Carnival” type
games. From face painting to
parachuting, you won’t want to
miss this exciting day.

We have been busy preparing
for the fall term. Our teachers
are in place, the student assis-
tants have signed up, the supply
closet is fully stocked and the
curriculums are in. All we need
now are you and your family to
make this year a success. We
have so many exciting activities
planned. Highlights include a
Youth service on September
26th, a banner workshop on
November 7th, a Christmas

Carol sing on December 12th
and our Christmas Pageant on
December 19th.

We will begin our second suc-
cessful year of our Godly Play
curriculum for K & 1st grade
and 2nd & 3rd grade classrooms.
Pre-K and 4th & 5th grade will
be starting a new All Things
New curriculum, which focuses
on bible stories and age appro-
priate activities. The 6th, 7th and
8th grade class will be using
Faith Weaver, a new bible based
program that will help teens and
preteens deal with their every-
day lives. Copies of all of our
programs are in my office;
please do not hesitate to borrow
them. I would also appreciate
any feedback your or your chil-
dren have to the new programs.

Perhaps one of our biggest
changes will be to begin Sunday

school and church at the same
time, 10:00am, not 10:15am. We
hope this change will encourage
families to arrive on time for
Sunday school and allow the
volunteer teachers adequate
time to accomplish their lessons.
The children will join you in the
sanctuary after announcements
each week.

None of these wonderful
activities would be possible
without the assistance of our
volunteer teachers and student
assistants. I know you value
their contribution.

I look forward to another fun
year. As always, I welcome your
suggestions, comments and
assistance. Please call me either
at Church or at my home at 973-
701-1474.

On August 16–20, 2004, 
St. Paul’s welcomed nearly 30
children, ages 4–10 to our excit-
ing Son Games Vacation Bible
School. What an exciting week it
was! The children heard the sto-
ries of Paul’s travels as they trav-
eled through five different
stations and activities each day.
Every morning began with an
assembly in the Parish Hall led
by the Reverend Elizabeth and
Tim. Then a group would travel
to the sanctuary to be told bible
stories by Dot Willis or Bob
Frey . Another group would
complete an arts and crafts 

project with the assistance of
Rachel Verrill, Grace Oakley
and Meredith Serbanica. The
games were run by Billy Ready,
Max Seltzer, CJ Schlobohm and
Stan Serbanica. Everyone
enjoyed the creative and deli-
cious snacks provided by Ann
Bennett, Tracy Ness and Ann
Rea. Tim taught the groups
wonderful camp-like bible songs
they are sure to remember for
years to come. The groups were
ably led by Mary Jo Oakley,
Christina Hipp, Dale Trumbore
and Grace Misner. Our week
ended with an exciting closing

ceremony where all of the par-
ents got to share in the excite-
ment of the week.

As you can tell, a VBS
requires a tremendous amount
of volunteer help. Tim and I so
greatly appreciate the time
everyone gave in order to make
our first VBS such a success!

We are already looking ahead
to next year, so be ready to send
your children and help us out!

PS Thanks to our friends at St.
Peter’s Essex Fells for allowing
us to borrow some of their spec-
tacular backdrops.

Sunday School News
by Allison Pishko

Vacation Bible School
by Allison Pishko and Tim Wong
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Save the date…September 19
will begin our first Youth Group
for the 2004-2005 year. I have
many youth events planned for
the coming year like our annual
ski trip, Christmas in NYC, NJ
Nets game, Paintball, Outreach
day, Diocesan Youth Events,
monthly youth worship services
and of course our monthly din-
ner and birthday parties. In the
month of September, we cele-
brate the birthdays of Chelsea
Siegel, Gemma Bentley, Bryan
Mills and Jennifer Thomson.
The middle school group will
have their birthday party and
monthly dinner on September
19th. The high school youth
group will have their monthly
dinner on September 26th.
Meeting times for the two youth
groups remains the same.
Middle school youth group
meets 4-6pm and high school
youth group from 6-8pm.

September will be a busy
month and we kick things off on
September 12th as we welcome
and commission our newest
Youth Group members during
the 10am service. The following
Sunday, we will have our Youth
Group fundraiser breakfast on
September 19th right after the
10am service. Please come and
support the youth group at our
fundraiser breakfast. On
September 26th is our bi-annual
10am Youth Service at St. Paul’s.
Many of the participants from
our summer mission trip from
St. Paul’s and around the
Diocese of Newark will come
and give their reflection at this
youth service. Come and hear
the words of our youth as they
tell us about their experiences on
the mission trip and what it
means to serve others and how
this experience helped them
grow spiritually. St. Paul’s 2004

Confirmation class will also be
responsible for many aspects of
this youth service. Please be
present at this service on
September 26th as we celebrate
the youth of St. Paul’s and
around the Diocese of Newark.

One final thing, HAPPENING
#19 will take place on October 8-
10, 2004 at St. Andrew & Holy
Communion in South Orange.
(You must be in 10th grade and
up to attend this event.) Those of
you interested, please come see
me for additional info and regis-
tration form ASAP. Cost is
$45…scholarship money is avail-
able upon request.

I’m looking forward to the
many activities I have planned
for our youth group. Get ready
for another fun and exciting year
of youth events at St. Paul’s in
2004-2005.

What’s up with Youth Group 2004–2005
by Tim Wong, Missioner for Youth & Young Families
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Our mission trip started on
July 31 as we departed from St.
Paul’s.  With the luggage loaded
and everyone on board, 2 adults
and 18 youth from St. Paul’s and
throughout the Diocese of
Newark ventured to Engelhard,
NC on our 2004 mission trip.
We arrived late Saturday night
in Richmond, VA where Rev.
Linden and Rev. Sue Eaves
greeted us and took us in for the
night.  When we woke up, we
were greeted with a delicious
breakfast which Linden and Sue
had provided.  We then went to
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
for Sunday service.  It was great
to meet the congregation of St.
Thomas as they welcomed us.
After the service, we were on the
road again and finally arriving
in Engelhard, NC late Sunday
afternoon.  Upon our arrival, we
were greeted by the YOUTH-
WORKS staff and settled into
our living quarters.  We had din-
ner and met the 4 other church
groups that were there and then
started our evening activity.
Monday morning, after break-
fast and devotions, we set off to
our different worksites.  Several
work crews were assigned to
painting houses, while other
work crews were assigned to
demolition.  Finally a separate
group was sent to run a commu-
nity kids program called “Kids
Club”.  On Tuesday, we were
unable to do any work due to
Hurricane Alex.  We had 70 mph
winds and 5 inches of rain, but
Hurricane Alex had come and
gone by dinnertime.  After the

storm had passed, our group
decided to go to the outer banks
to see the beach.  Upon arriving
at the beach, we saw huge
waves, but clear skies with
bright stars.  It was a beautiful
view and the kids just absolutely
loved it.  Some of them were
saying they see and feel God’s
presence here.  We decided to do
our group devotions on the
beach that night…what an expe-
rience that was!  With Hurricane
Alex behind us, it was back to
work on Wednesday.  All the
work crews worked extra hard
the next two days to make up
for the work that was missed on
Tuesday.  I’m happy to report all
our hard work paid off as all the
worksites were completed by
Thursday afternoon.  On
Thursday night, they had a bar-
b-que for us and all the people
in the community that we
served, as it was our last night in
Engelhard, NC.  Thursday night
was indeed the most powerful
evening devotion.  As Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet, we
did the same to each other as
each church group did their own
foot washing.  Our group added
to this experience by doing a
healing service/laying of the
hands.  Suzy and I washed the
feet of the 18 youth from our
group and prayed for each one
individually.  It was very spiritu-
ally moving to see the youth
support each other at their most
vulnerable time.  On Friday
morning, after we cleaned up
and packed up our vehicles, we
started our journey back up to

NJ.  We did the majority of our
driving on Friday and finally
made our way to Christ Church
in Stevensville, MD.  Debi Cross,
a member of Christ Church
invited us to her house for din-
ner and some relaxation time
after a long trip.  We all enjoyed
a few volleyball games and time
in the hot tub.  After dinner, we
spent the night at Christ Church.
On Saturday morning, we woke
up to a wonderful breakfast pro-
vided by Debi.  Debi had also
made arrangements for us to
spend part of Saturday at Camp
Wright, which coincidentally
was right down the block from
Christ Church.  Camp Wright
serves the Diocese of Easton.
Upon arriving at Camp Wright,
we were greeted by Abby West.
Arrangements were made by
Abby and Debi for us to go
kayaking on the Chesapeake
Bay.  After some kayaking, Abby
invited us to have lunch with the
camp staff.  After lunch, we
relaxed, played some more vol-
leyball and spent some time in
the pool.  Then it was time to
wrap up our mission trip as we
had our final group devotion.
During our final devotion, we
shared our experiences of the
mission trip.  Then we con-
cluded with individual affirma-
tions.  We returned back to St.
Paul’s around 10pm on Saturday
night.  As we unloaded the lug-
gage and said our good-byes, I
can’t help but be a little sad this
week flew by so quickly.  It was
an amazing journey to see these
kids work so hard to serve 

St. Paul’s 2004 Mission trip: 
Engelhard, NC (YOUTHWORKS) 
by Tim Wong, Missioner for Youth & Young Families

(continued on next page)
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others on this mission trip and
grow spiritually while friend-
ships form and strengthen.

It is through these experi-
ences that our youth become
better people.  It is through
these experiences that our youth
will realize they are not only the
future of the church, but the
present.  It is through these
experiences that help our youth
become closer to Christ.

My thanks to the 18 youth
from St. Paul’s and around the
Diocese of Newark that came on
this mission trip and worked so
hard to serve those in the com-
munity of Engelhard, NC.  You
are all great representatives of
your churches and the Diocese
of Newark.  Suzy and I are very
proud of each one of you!
Speaking of Suzy, I think its safe
for me to speak on behalf of the
group when I say thank you
Suzy for taking time out of your
busy schedule to come with us
on our mission trip.  You’re a
great youth leader and your
presence and leadership was so
valuable on this trip, but even
more important, we all love you!

Finally, during the trip we’ve
already discussed and started
planning for next year’s mission
trip…GROUP WORKCAMPS in
Puerto Rico?  Everyone is very
excited about Puerto Rico so I
will try my best to make it hap-
pen, but we shall see what the
summer of 2005 has in stored
for us.

(continued from previous page)

...Mission Trip

St. Paul’s Confirmation 
Class 2004
by Timothy Wong, Missioner for Youth & Young Families

Fall is here and we resume Confirmation classes in September.
There will be a Confirmation parents meeting in the vestry room
immediately following the 10am service on September 12th so we
can determine when the best time to have class as well as work out
our schedule for the fall Confirmation outreach projects, lock ins
and logistics for District 4 Confirmation on November 21st.

Please keep our 12 Confirmands in your prayers as they continue
their journey of faith.

• Abigail Bard • Grace Oakley
• Josh Crowley • Andrew San Filippo
• Bryan Ferguson • CJ Schlobohm
• Claire Gano • Addison Siegel
• Patrick James • Jennifer Thomson
• Elliot Lowe • Kyle Trebour

Confirmation Class Pictures
by the Rev’d Elizabeth Kaeton

We would like to begin hanging the pictures of the Confirmation
Classes in the Hallways of the Church. We have the class of 2001
and 2003 and will have the class of 2004 in November.

We are looking for someone to go through the collection of pic-
tures to see if there are pictures of previous years classes. Or, if you
have a picture of your class, may we borrow it to make a copy so
that it, too, might be hung and framed?

Please contact Tim Wong at 983 635 8085 if you can help.
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Say “Goodbye” to Lloyd...
Coming to us from his homeland of Jamaica, Lloyd Barker has

been the sexton at St. Paul’s for 11 years. He began as part time
handyman, doing odd jobs for pay. Always cheerful and helpful, he
took on more and more janitorial duties, until we were able to craft
together a full time position – half time at Sprout House and the
remainder of his time for the Church. He became part of the family.
His children were confirmed here, and we rejoiced with him when
his granddaughter was born. Lloyd was made “an offer he couldn’t
refuse” – working full time for the Chatham Public Library. Not
only does this mean that he has a better salary and benefit package,
he also gets weekends off! On June 27, a farewell party was held in
his honor at the rectory, following a special presentation of a ‘purse’
during the service and a coffee hour in his honor, accompanied by
his mother, his children and other members of his family. He began
work at the Library on July 1. As he often reminds us, he’ll only be
as far away as next door!

...and “Hello” to Lenny!
A life-long resident of Morristown, Lenny Friday began his duties

on July 1 as the new sexton of St. Paul’s. Lenny was previously
employed at Drew University as head of the Duplication
Department. His wife continues to work at Drew. They recently
moved from Madison to Chatham and attend the AME Church in
Morristown, where Lenny and his wife are very busy and involved,
leading Bible Study during the week, and teaching in the Christian
Education program. Lenny’s love for this church’s buildings and
grounds is obvious in the care with which he cleans and tends. One
of his special touches is that he polishes every pew every Monday
–morning – right after he begins his day with prayer in the sanctu-
ary. Lenny and his wife will be joining us in church on September
19th for a special introduction and coffee hour in their honor. Please
plan to join us and say “Hello” to Lenny.



11

Our Christian faith
compels us to
address the world
through the lens of
our relationship to

God and to one another. Public
discourse is enhanced as we
engage civic leaders on the val-
ues and ethics affirmed by our
faith. At the same time, religious
liberty and the integrity of our
democracy will be protected as
candidates refrain from using
faith-based organizations and
institutions for partisan gain. We
offer these 10 principles to those
seeking to accept the responsibil-
ity that comes with holding pub-
lic office. 

1. WAR IS CONTRARY TO

THE WILL OF GOD. 
While the use of violent force

may, at times, be a necessity of
last resort, Christ pronounces his
blessing on the peacemakers. We
look for political leaders who
will make peace with justice a
top priority and who will
actively seek nonviolent solu-
tions to conflict. 

2. GOD CALLS US TO LIVE IN COM-
MUNITIES SHAPED BY PEACE AND

COOPERATION. 
We reject policies that aban-

don large segments of our inner
city and rural populations to
hopelessness. We look for politi-
cal leaders who will re-build our
communities and bring an end
to the cycles of violence and
killing. 

3. GOD CREATED US FOR EACH

OTHER, AND THUS OUR SECURITY

DEPENDS ON THE WELL BEING OF

OUR GLOBAL NEIGHBORS. 
We look for political leaders

for whom a foreign policy based

on cooperation and global justice
is an urgent concern. 

4. GOD CALLS US TO BE ADVO-
CATES FOR THOSE WHO ARE MOST

VULNERABLE IN OUR SOCIETY. 
We look for political leaders

who yearn for economic justice
and who will seek to reduce the
growing disparity between rich
and poor. 

5. EACH HUMAN BEING IS CREATED

IN THE IMAGE OF GOD AND IS OF

INFINITE WORTH. 
We look for political leaders

who actively promote racial jus-
tice and equal opportunity for
everyone. 

6. THE EARTH BELONGS TO GOD

AND IS INTRINSICALLY GOOD. 
We look for political leaders

who recognize the earth’s good-
ness, champion environmental
justice, and uphold our responsi-
bility to be stewards of God’s
creation. 

7. CHRISTIANS HAVE A BIBLICAL

MANDATE TO WELCOME

STRANGERS. 
We look for political leaders

who will pursue fair immigra-
tion policies and speak out
against xenophobia. 

8. THOSE WHO FOLLOW CHRIST

ARE CALLED TO HEAL THE SICK. 
We look for political leaders

who will support adequate,
affordable and accessible health
care for all. 

9. BECAUSE OF THE TRANSFORM-
ING POWER OF GOD’S GRACE, ALL

HUMANS ARE CALLED TO BE IN

RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH

OTHER. 
We look for political leaders

who seek a restorative, not 
retributive, approach to the

criminal justice system and the
individuals within it.

10. PROVIDING ENRICHED LEARN-
ING ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL OF

GOD’S CHILDREN IS A MORAL

IMPERATIVE.
We look for political leaders

who will  advocate for equal
educational opportunity and
abundant funding for children’s
services

Finally, our religious tradition
admonishes us not to bear false
witness against our neighbor
and to love our enemies. We ask
that the campaigns of political
candidates and the coverage of
the media in this election season
be conducted according to prin-
ciples of fairness, honesty and
integrity.

* * * 

These principles were devel-
oped by the National Council of
Churches USA’s Justice and
Advocacy Commission and
approved by the NCC’s
Executive Committee. For more
information, 

visit 
www.ncccusa.org, 

write 
Nat’l Council of Churches USA, 
Attn: Justice and Advocacy
Commission, 
110 Maryland Ave. N.E.,
Washington, DC 20002, 

e-mail 
rnedd@ncccusa.org, 

or call 
202-544-2350. 

Christian Principles in an Election Year 
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Bethsaida Team Project:
“What do you see?”

Over two thousand years ago, a Rabbi named Jesus of Nazareth
came to a town in Galilee called Bethsaida, the home of the disciple
Philip. While he was there, some people brought a blind man to
Jesus and begged him to touch him. Jesus took the blind man by the
hand and led him out of the village. He put his own saliva on his
hands, touched them to the man’s eyes and asked him, “What do
you see?” The man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they
look like trees, walking.” Once again, Jesus laid his hands on the
man and the man’s sight was restored. (Mark 8:22-26)

On October 24th, The Bethsaida Team Project will be featured at
the worship service at St. Paul’s. One of their members will preach,
others will read the lessons, and still others will help us administer
the Eucharist. Following the service, there will be a special Adult
Forum entitled: “Issues of Disability and the Church: What do you
see?”

Most of the members of the BTP are, in some way, handicapped.
Some are blind, others are deaf, still others are wheelchair bound.
Some are parents or relatives of handicapped children or adults.

Their Mission Statement reads: The Bethsaida Team is a mission
and ministry of the Episcopal Churches of The Diocese of Newark,
guided through our life of prayer, to provide support and resources
to congregations and individuals who seek to open their eyes to
ways in which their church - both the physical plant as well as
members of their congregations - can be more welcoming, accessi-
ble, and inclusive of people who have disabilities of any kind.

Please mark your calendars and come to respond to the question
asked thousands of years ago by a compassionate Rabbi: “What do
you see?”

On September 22, members of the Liturgy and Outreach
Committee will meet with members of the Bethsaida Team for an
organizational meeting. We would like to design a Service of
Worship and Adult Forum which is relevant and meaningful for our
community. If you would like to be part of this effort, please contact
Rev. Elizabeth at 973 635 8085. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Landen

Romei upon being awarded a
scholarship from the Union of
Black Episcopalians!
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“Do you think I have come to
bring peace to the earth?” Luke
12:51

Cartoonist Gary Trudeau,
used to appear on the Op/Ed
page of many newspapers, lam-
pooning politicians. Once, how-
ever, he depicted what he called
the Little Church of Walden,
where the priest is named Scot
(One “T”—precious). In one of
the strips Fr. Scot is making
announcements to his congrega-
tion on Sunday morning. 

“Okay, flock. I thought I’d run
through this week’s activities.”
With clipboard in hand, he con-
tinues, “This Monday, we have a
lecture on nutrition from Kate
Moss’ personal chef. Tuesday
will be our regular 12-Step night
for addiction to drugs and
Thursday for addiction to alco-
hol. Sex addition we’ve cut
down to 9-Steps on Friday
nights at 6:30 PM—right after
organic gardening.” In another
setting he continues, “Also, a
special treat—Saturday night
will be aerobic male-bonding
night! So bring your sneakers!
Any questions?” A voice comes
from the side of the room, “Is
there a church service this
week?” Without a pause, Scot
says, “Canceled. There was a
conflict with the self-esteem
workshop.”

Jesus, whose sacred Body we
are, has some hard things to say
to us this morning. “I came to
bring fire to the earth!” he says,
and then asks, “Do you think
that I have come to bring peace
to the earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division!” 

There’s no escape from any of
the lessons. Paul reports in detail

the gruesome litany of the suf-
ferings of those who died
defending their faith—calling
them a “great cloud of wit -
nesses”—and urges us to “run
with perseverance the race that
is set before us.” (And, he’s not
talking about either the
Olympics or the electoral race).
Jeremiah says, “Let the prophet
who has a dream tell the dream,
but let the one who has my
word speak my word faithfully.
What has straw in common with
wheat? says the Lord. Is not my
word like fire, says the Lord,
and like a hammer that breaks a
rock in pieces?”

Yikes! Makes me want to can-
cel church this morning and
hold a self-esteem workshop
instead. Suddenly, that sounds
infinitely better than preaching
the Word of the Lord which,
says Jesus, “brings division” and
Jeremiah says “is like fire.”

I have been struggling might-
ily with these texts which seem
to taunt me about subjects I fully
confess I’d rather avoid—like the
plague. The sage piece of wis-
dom that has come down
through generations of families
of all sorts and types is that the
three topics of conversation to be
avoided are these: Religion,
Politics and Sex. Any one of
these three can turn a nice social
gathering into a debating club.
Combine any two, and you turn
friends into enemies. Mix all
three together and you have just
launched a war. 

In this very important election
year, there is a very disturbing
combination of news events. We
have lost more Allied Armed
Forces as well as Iraqi and

American civilian lives in Iraq
since the declared “Mission
Accomplished” and still no
weapons of mass destruction
have been found. And, there’s an
organized movement to amend
the constitution to actually deny
a certain segment of the popula-
tion their civil rights. And, there
is blatant political organizing by
some conservative churches to
swing the vote. And, there is this
week’s stunning resignation of
our governor because he has
been having an extramarital
affair with a man. I, and many
clergy like me, find ourselves
hitting the Evil Trifecta. This
election year is like that jar of
Prego Spaghetti Sauce:
“Religion, Politics and Sex—it’s
in there!”

Let’s face it—people don’t
want to come to church to have
their peace disturbed, thank you
very much. And, quite frankly, I
don’t blame them. However, I do
think people come to church—
especially the Episcopal
Church—because (as I tell my
kids in Confirmation Class as
well as those who are in the
Inquirer’s Class) this is not a
place where you have to check
your brains at the door before
you enter. We are people who
cherish intellectual inquiry. We
strive always to balance what we
read in scripture with tradition
and reason—the “Three-legged
stool of Anglicanism.” 

Besides, priests are supposed
to be agents of reconciliation. It’s
certainly a cause I have focused
the past five years of my life
learning to attain. For that rea-
son, I have never allowed a
political campaign sign on my

Sunday Sermon, August 15, 2004
by the Rev’d Elizabeth Kaeton, Rector and Pastor

(continued on next page)
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lawn. I have never publicly
endorsed any candidate—from
the pulpit or through bumper
stickers on my car. Like my col-
league in ministry, Brian
McLauren, I have pretty much
tried the three options he
recently outlined in an article in
this month’s ‘Sojourner’s
Magazine’: (1) Ignore the elec-
tion completely. (2) Remind peo-
ple to vote as their Christian
civic duty and leave it at that. (3)
Preach on the moral issues
related to the election about
which my congregation is
already in agreement.

I’m not proud about this.
Frankly, I think I’ve been a cow-
ard. Or, at least, I’ve been more
like Fr. Scot in Gary Trudeau’s
cartoon than I care to admit.
Now, you can all relax! I’m not
going to start plastering my car
with bumper stickers or endors-
ing any candidates from the pul-
pit or the rectory lawn. But, rest
assured, we are going to start
talking about this election.

Enclosed in your service bul-
letins is a double-sided insert
entitled “Christian Principles in
an Election Year.” It was devel-
oped by the National Council of
Churches
(http://www.ncccusa.org/) in
response to faithful Christian
leaders who are struggling, as I
am, to reconcile what we see as
the use of faith-based organiza-
tions and institutions for parti-
san gain and the need for
organized religion to claim and
use its own voice. 

As we approach the election,
we will be discussing these prin-
ciples in a Bible Study I am
organizing. We will study what
the prophets like Micah, Amos
and Isaiah have to say about jus-
tice. We will examine what the

gospels have to say about peace.
We will take to our hearts what
Jesus has to say about compas-
sion and love. We will discuss
these things not as Democrats or
Republicans, Independents or
members of the Green Party, but
rather, as Christians who are
compelled by our Baptismal
vows to address the world
through the lens of our relation-
ship to God, and Jesus, and one
another. We will do this not to
win votes for our favorite candi-
date, but rather, to be informed
enough to be able to hold those
running for public office
accountable to the values and
ethics affirmed by the faith they
proclaim to have.

Why am I telling you this
now? Well, frankly, because it
makes me as anxious as it may
make some of you. But, mostly,
because of today’s lessons. I’ve
been sitting with these words
from Jesus: “Do you think that I
have come to bring peace to the
earth? No, I tell you, but rather
division!” Clearly, we are not
being invited to a pleasant little
stroll down a primrose lane with
sweet-baby-Jesus, meek and
mild. Dorothy Sayers once
lamented how this Jesus is so
often made into a “household
pet for little old ladies and pale
curates,” reminding us of those
bucolic portraits that line the
walls and counters of so many
“Christian” bookstores. Being in
relationship with this Jesus of
Luke’s telling is more like
wrestling with a caged lion.

As I’ve struggled with the
challenges of this election year
and this sermon, my prayer has
led me to an insight about this
division of which Jesus speaks. I
believe the division He’s talking
about is the tension between

Truth and Unity. In everything
He does, in every parable He
tells, in everything He teaches,
Jesus asks two things: to seek the
truth and to live in unity. “I am
the Truth,” He says, “Follow
me.” His most fervent prayer is
“that you may be one, even as
the Father and I are one.”

Well, there it is, then. Truth
and Unity. The makings of every
division I’ve ever known.
Someone thinks ‘I have the
truth’ and someone else thinks,
‘No, I do’. President Bush
believes with all his heart that
Iraq is part of the Evil Axis of
Power and Moktada Al-Sadr, the
rebel Shiite Cleric says, “I am an
enemy of America and America
is my enemy until the last day of
Judgment.” John Kerry believes
with all his heart that abortion is
a woman’s right to choose and
the Roman Catholic Church
believes him so wrong that it has
denied him the Sacrament of the
Eucharist—also known as
“excommunication.” As long as
someone thinks they own the
truth there will never be unity. 

And this week, we saw,
exposed and raw, the tension
between truth and unity. Gov.
James McGreavey, in an attempt
to keep his family, his political
party, and the highest office of
government in this State intact
and united, told a lie. In fact,
he’s told several lies -to his fam-
ily, his political supporters, to
just about everyone—but, most
especially, to himself. Clearly,
the situation is as complex and
layered as his resignation
speech. You can say what you
want about “political spin” (and
you may well be correct), but at
the very bottom of all of the
issues is the spiritual tension
between Truth and Unity. 

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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I know only too well the cost
of telling the Truth. It is a very,
very expensive endeavor. It can
threaten your life, and cost you
your home, your job, your chil-
dren. It can tear family members
from family members—just as
Luke reports in the words of
Jesus.

As I sat with and prayed these
lessons, I began to hear them
less and less as a threat, and
more and more as a promise. I
hear that Truth and Unity are
the tensions in which we stand
as Christians. The promise I hear
is that, when we stand in the
midst of these tensions—seeking
the Truth as revealed to us in
Scripture, and pursuing the
Unity through the reconciliation
which Jesus gave to the world
on the cross—when we stand
there, with integrity, in the midst
of Truth and Unity, Jesus prom-
ises to be there with us.

But, Jesus said there’d be divi-
sion. Sounds like a contradic-
tion, doesn’t it? Well, yes. Until
we realize, as Frederick
Buechner put so well, “The con-
tradiction is resolved when you
realize that for Jesus peace
seems to have meant not the
absence of struggle but the pres-
ence of love.” Shalom means
fullness, having everything you
need to be wholly and happily
yourself.  Perhaps that kind of
peace does take a sword and
major surgery.

It is not the peace of the world
that we receive, but Shalom—the
Peace of God, which is not of
this world. This is not a Word of
Truth anyone can own. Rather, it
is a Word that must be opened
and explored, respected and
cherished—which we will do
together . . . as Christians . . .in

community . . . in Bible Study
and from the pulpit.

Oh, and by the way—unlike
Fr. Scot and the Little Church of
Walden, services will not be can-
celled. We will need to nourish
ourselves on Word and
Sacrament if we are to meet the
challenges of this election year
and the months ahead in the
Garden State. Together, we will
learn to ask the most important
question—not of any political
candidate, but of God. Together,
our prayer will be: “O God, we
yearn for you. What is your
yearning for us in this important
election year?” 

When we discover the answer
to that question, we’ll have all
the self-esteem we’ll ever need.
Amen.

Angels
Unaware: 
Strangers 
who changed
your life

I am creating a web collection
of tributes in which
Episcopalians tell how a
stranger, or near stranger,
changed their life.

By private email send me
your account so that I can con-
sider it for the collection.
Length: 300-500 words (2-3 com-
puter screens). The more specific
and poignant, the better.
Identify yourself by name,
address, and parish.

There is no payment, but an
opportunity to reach the visitors
who arrive every 1.7 minutes to
visit my website.

Joy!
Louie Crew
Member of Executive Council
377 S. Harrison St., 12D, 
East Orange, NJ 07018-1222.
973-395-1068

http://newark.rutgers.edu/
~lcrew/rel.html

(continued from previous page)
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Services
Every Sunday

8:00 am–9:00 am
Holy Eucharist

9:30 am–10:00 am
Adult Choir

10:00 am–11:30 am
Choral Holy Eucharist

Every Wednesday

7:00 am–7:45 am
Holy Eucharist
& Healing Service

Regular Service Schedule
Resumes September 12!

Discover the Heart & Soul of St. Paul’s by sharing your own heart
and soul.

Open, frank discussions in small group settings, complete with
food and drink, of course!

An opportunity to explore how we see ourselves and St. Paul’s
today and in the future.

Keep an eye and ear open for more details later in September!
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Matthew 6:21

This fall’s stewardship 
journey is coming soon!
By Laurie Romei



Sep 1 Wed 9:30a–11:30a Parent’s Morning Group– Nursery Room

7:30p–9:30p Stewardship Committee 

Sep 2 Thu 9:30a–11:30a Staff Meeting

Sep 5 Sun Milestone Sunday

Sep 6 Mon Labor Day 1st Monday of September

Parish Office Closed

Sep 9 Thu 7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sep 12 Sun 9:30am Welcome Back Carnival and Sunday School Registration

10:00a–11:00p Commission of New Youth Group members during service

4:00p–6:00p Christian Formation Youth Leaders & Sunday School Teachers

Appreciation Service at Grace Episcopal Church, Madison

6:00p–8:00p High School Youth Group

Sep 15 Wed 9:30a–11:30a Parent’s Morning Group– Nursery Room

7:30p–9:30p Vestry Meeting

Sep 16 Thu 7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sep 18 Sat 6:00p–10:00p Singles and Doubles Coury / Sholvin

Sep 19 Sun 10:00a–11:00a First day of Sunday School

11:00a Youth Group fundraiser breakfast after 10am service

11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir

4:00p–6:00p Middle School Youth Group

6:00p–8:00p High School Youth Group

Sep 23 Thu 7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sep 26 Sun 10:00a–11:15p Youth Service (no Sunday School)

11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir

4:00p–6:00p Middle School Youth Group

6:00p–8:00p High School Youth Group

Sep 30 Thu 2:00p–3:00p St Paul's at King James Be there at 1:45pm– Charlotte

7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal

September 2004
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Oct 1 Fri Pre-Happening #19 

Oct 2 Sat Pre-Happening #19  

Oct 3 Sun 11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir 

4:00p–6:00p Middle School Youth Group 

6:00p–8:00p High School Youth Group 

Milestone Sunday 

Oct 5 Tue 7:30p–9:00p Christian Principles in an Election Year - Tuesday Evening Bible Study

Oct 6 Wed 9:30a–11:30a Parent's Morning Group 

Oct 7 Thu 7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Oct 8 Fri Happening #19 at St.Andrew & Holy Communion, South Orange

Oct 9 Sat Happening #19 at St.Andrew & Holy Communion, South Orange

Oct 10 Sun 11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir

Happening #19 at St.Andrew & Holy Communion, South Orange

Oct 11 Mon Columbus Day 2nd Monday of October

Oct 12 Tue 7:30p–9:00p Christian Principles in an Election Year - Tuesday Evening Bible Study

7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal

Oct 16 Sat 2:30p–3:30p Barlow / Davidson Wedding

Oct 17 11:00a–12:00p Newcomers Coffee Hour - Biz Halliday

11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir

4:00p–6:00p Middle School Youth Group

6:00p–8:00p High School Youth Group 

Oct 19 Tue 10:00a–3:00p Lay Professionals Conference Atonement, Tenafly– 201-568-1763

7:30p–9:00p Christian Principles in an Election Year - Tuesday Evening Bible Study

Oct 20 Wed 9:30a–11:30a Parent's Morning Group - Nursery Room

7:30p–9:30p Vestry Meeting

Oct 21 Thu 7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal

Oct 22 Fri 9:00a–12:00p St. Pauls Auction - Parish Hall– Auction Set Up All Day

6:00p–12:00p St. Pauls Auction - Youth Group Helpers and Storage Area

Oct 23 Sat 12:00a–11:00p St Paul's Auction - Leslie Morgan chair

Oct 24 Sun 11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir 

4:00p–6:00p Middle School Youth Group 

6:00p–8:00p High School Youth Group 

Oct 26 Tue 7:30p–9:00p Christian Principles in an Election Year - Tuesday Evening Bible Study

Oct 28 Thu 7:45p–9:00p Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Oct 31 Sun 11:15a–12:15p Halloween Party

11:30a–12:00p Youth Choir 

4:00p–6:00p Middle School Youth Group 

6:00p -8:00p High School Youth Group

October 2004
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